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vourable average in a population of a million and a half.
There were 24 charges tried of culpable homicide, involving
62 persons, which (with the average of previous years) is a
much larger proportion than in England. Of these, 3 were
sentenced to capital punishment. The attempts at suicide
were 16; and the actual deaths by suicide, so far as ascer-
tained, were 52. The number of accidental deaths was 200.

The favourite mode of committing suicide is by hanging
from a tree or drowning in a well. Natives frequently
threaten this if thwarted or denied their requests, and the
mere threat is often effectual for their purpose. It is some-
times actually carried out in revenge for some injury, real or
imagined. The offended party kills himself on the premises
of his adversary, under the erroneous impression that he will
be held responsible for the occurrence. Indeed, in old times
it generally did require the expenditure of large sums of
money in bribing the police, who were ever ready to take
advantage of the terror and misgivings of the party impli-
cated, and of the uncertainty often necessarily arising as to
whether the case was one of suicide or of murder.

There are generally 500 or 600 convicts in the several
prisons, of whom above 400 are in the principal gaol at Tre-
vandrum. Of the whole number, about 60 are under con-
finement for life. Most of the convicts are sentenced to
hard labour, and go out daily under the charge of guards to
work in gangs on the roads. Bound the ankles of the male
prisoners heavy iron rings are fastened, and these are united
by cross bars which admit of their walking, but not with
ease, Yery rarely is solitary confinement resorted to. The
prison at Trevandrum consists of a long, two-storied build-
ing, running round the sides of a square yard or open space
with a noble banyan tree in, the centre, under the shade of
which stands a small temple for the use of the heathen
prisoners. The ground-floor is supported by pillars, and is